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December 13, 2001 (Amended on September 14, 2006 by Order R4-2006-0074 and on XXX XX, 
2007 by Order R4-2007-XXXX) 

[PROPOSED ADDITIONS ARE UNDERLINED AND DELETIONS ARE IN STRIKETHROUGH] 

State Water Resources Control Board, P.O. Box 100, Sacramento, 
California, 95812, within 30 days of adoption of the Order by the Regional 
Board. 

8. This Order may be modified or alternatively revoked or reissued prior to 
its expiration date, in accordance with the procedural requirements of the 
NPDES program, and the CWC for the issuance of waste discharge 
requirements. 

 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Los Angeles County Flood Control District, Los Angeles 
County, and the Cities of Agoura Hills, Alhambra, Arcadia, Artesia, Azusa, Baldwin Park, Bell, 
Bellflower, Bell Gardens, Beverly Hills, Bradbury, Burbank, Calabasas, Carson, Cerritos, 
Claremont, Commerce, Compton, Covina, Cudahy, Culver City, Diamond Bar, Downey, Duarte, El 
Monte, El Segundo, Gardena, Glendale, Glendora, Hawaiian Gardens, Hawthorne, Hermosa 
Beach, Hidden Hills, Huntington Park, Industry, Inglewood, Irwindale, La Cañada Flintridge, La 
Habra Heights, Lakewood, La Mirada, La Puente, La Verne, Lawndale, Lomita, Los Angeles, 
Lynwood, Malibu, Manhattan Beach, Maywood, Monrovia, Montebello, Monterey Park, Norwalk, 
Palos Verdes Estates, Paramount, Pasadena, Pico Rivera, Pomona, Rancho Palos Verdes, 
Redondo Beach, Rolling Hills, Rolling Hills Estates, Rosemead, San Dimas, San Fernando, San 
Gabriel, San Marino, Santa Clarita, Santa Fe Springs, Santa Monica, Sierra Madre, Signal Hill, 
South El Monte, South Gate, South Pasadena, Temple City, Torrance, Vernon, Walnut, West 
Covina, West Hollywood, Westlake Village, and Whittier, in order to meet the provisions contained 
in Division 7 of the CWC and regulations adopted thereunder, and the provisions of the CWA, as 
amended, and regulations and guidelines adopted thereunder, shall comply with the following: 
 
Part 1. DISCHARGE PROHIBITIONS 
 
Part 1. A. The Permittees shall effectively prohibit non-storm water discharges into the MS4 

and watercourses, except where such discharges: 
 

1. Are covered by a separate individual or general NPDES permit for non-storm 
water discharges; or 

 
2. Fall within one of the categories below, and meet all conditions when 

specified by the Regional Board Executive Officer: 
 
a) Category A - Natural flow: 
 

(1) Natural springs and rising ground water; 
 
(2) Flows from riparian habitats or wetlands; 
 
(3) Stream diversions, permitted by the State Board; and 
 
(4) Uncontaminated ground water infiltration [as defined by 40 CFR 

35.2005(20)]. 
 

b) Category B - Flows from emergency fire fighting activity. 
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c) Category C - Flows incidental to urban activities: 
 

(1) Reclaimed and potable landscape irrigation runoff; 
 
(2) Potable drinking water supply and distribution system releases 

(consistent with American Water Works Association guidelines for 
dechlorination and suspended solids reduction practices); 

 
(3) Drains for foundations, footings, and crawl spaces; 
 
(4) Air conditioning condensate; 
 
(5) Dechlorinated/debrominated swimming pool discharges; 
 
(6) Dewatering of lakes and decorative fountains; 

 
(7) Non-commercial car washing by residents or by non-profit 

organizations; and 
 
(8) Sidewalk rinsing. 

 
The Regional Board Executive Officer may add or remove categories of non-storm 
water discharges above. Furthermore, in the event that any of the above 
categories of non-storm water discharges are determined to be a source of 
pollutants by the Regional Board Executive Officer, the discharge will no longer be 
exempt from this prohibition unless the Permittee implements conditions approved 
by the Regional Board Executive Officer to ensure that the discharge is not a 
source of pollutants. Notwithstanding the above, the Regional Board Executive 
Officer may impose additional prohibitions of non-storm water discharges in 
consideration of antidegradation policies and TMDLs. 

 
Part 1. B. Discharges of Summer Dry Weather1 flows from MS4s into Santa Monica Bay12 or 

into Marina del Rey Harbor Basins D, E, or F, including Mothers’ Beach, that 
cause or contribute to exceedances of the bacteria Receiving Water Limitations in 
Part 2.5 and 2.6 below, are prohibited.3 

 
Part 2. RECEIVING WATER LIMITATIONS 
 

1. Except as provided in Part 2.5 and 2.6 below, discharges from the MS4 that 
cause or contribute to the violation of Water Quality Standards or water quality 
objectives are prohibited. 

                                                           
1 Dry Weather shall be determined as set forth in the Santa Monica Bay Beaches Bacterial TMDLs Coordinated 
Shoreline Monitoring Plan dated April 7, 2004, or any amendments thereto. 
 
12 Santa Monica Bay encompasses the coastal waters from Point Dume to Point Fermin and seaward to the 500-
meter depth contour. It includes all beaches from the Los Angeles/Ventura County line south to the Outer Cabrillo 
Beach located just south of the Palos Verdes Peninsula. 
 
23 Responsibility for such prohibited discharges is determined as indicated in Footnote 3 part (23) of Table 7-4.1 and 
Footnote 2 part (1) of Table 7-5.1 of the Basin Plan. All Permittees within a subwatershed of the Santa Monica Bay 
Watershed Management Area are jointly responsible for compliance with the limitations imposed in Tables 7-4.1 and 
7-5.1 of the Basin Plan.   
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2. Discharges from the MS4 of storm water, or non-storm water, for which a 

Permittee is responsible for, shall not cause or contribute to a condition of 
nuisance. 

 
3. The Permittees shall comply with Part 2.1. and 2.2. through timely 

implementation of control measures and other actions to reduce pollutants in the 
discharges in accordance with the SQMP and its components and other 
requirements of this Order including any modifications. The SQMP and its 
components shall be designed to achieve compliance with receiving water 
limitations. If exceedances of Water Quality Objectives or Water Quality 
Standards (collectively, Water Quality Standards) persist, notwithstanding 
implementation of the SQMP and its components and other requirements of this 
permit, the Permittee shall assure compliance with discharge prohibitions and 
receiving water limitations by complying with the following procedure: 

 
a) Upon a determination by either the Permittee or the Regional Board that 

discharges are causing or contributing to an exceedance of an applicable 
Water Quality Standard, the Permittee shall promptly notify and thereafter 
submit a Receiving Water Limitations (RWL) Compliance Report (as 
described in the Program Reporting Requirements, Section I of the 
Monitoring and Reporting Program) to the Regional Board that describes 
BMPs that are currently being implemented and additional BMPs that will 
be implemented to prevent or reduce any pollutants that are causing or 
contributing to the exceedances of Water Quality Standards. This RWL 
Compliance Report may be incorporated in the annual Storm Water 
Report and Assessment unless the Regional Board directs an earlier 
submittal. The RWL Compliance Report shall include an implementation 
schedule. The Regional Board may require modifications to the RWL 
Compliance Report. 

 
b) Submit any modifications to the RWL Compliance Report required by the 

Regional Board within 30 days of notification. 
 

c) Within 30 days following the approval of the RWL Compliance Report, the 
Permittee shall revise the SQMP and its components and monitoring 
program to incorporate the approved modified BMPs that have been and 
will be implemented, an implementation schedule, and any additional 
monitoring required. 

 
d) Implement the revised SQMP and its components and monitoring 

program according to the approved schedule. 
 

4. So long as the Permittee has complied with the procedures set forth above and is 
implementing the revised SQMP and its components, the Permittee does not 
have to repeat the same procedure for continuing or recurring exceedances of 
the same receiving water limitations unless directed by the Regional Board to 
develop additional BMPs. 
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5. During Summer Dry Weather there shall be no discharges of bacteria from MS4s 
into the Santa Monica Bay that cause or contribute to exceedances in the Wave 
Wash, of the applicable bacteria objectives.  The applicable bacteria objectives 
include both the single sample and geometric mean bacteria objectives set to 
protect the Water Contact Recreation (REC-1) beneficial use, as set forth in the 
Basin Plan.34  
 

6. During Summer Dry Weather there shall be no discharges of bacteria from MS4s 
into Marina del Rey Harbor Basins D, E, or F, including Mothers’ Beach that 
cause or contribute to exceedances of the applicable bacteria objectives.  The 
applicable bacteria objectives include both the single sample and geometric 
mean bacteria objectives set to protect the Water Contact Recreation (REC-1) 
beneficial use, as set forth in the Basin Plan.45 
 

Part 3. STORM WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM  
(SQMP) IMPLEMENTATION 
 

A. General Requirements 
 

1. Each Permittee shall, at a minimum, implement the SQMP. The SQMP is an 
enforceable element of this Order. The SQMP shall be implemented no later than 
February 1, 2002, unless a later date has been specified for a particular provision 
in this Order. 

 
2. The SQMP shall, at a minimum, comply with the applicable storm water program 

requirements of 40 CFR 122.26(d)(2). The SQMP and its components shall be 
implemented so as to reduce the discharges of pollutants in storm water to the 
MEP. 

 
3. Each Permittee shall implement additional controls, where necessary, to reduce 

the discharges of pollutants in storm water to the MEP. 
 

4. Permittees that modify the countywide SQMP (i.e., implement additional controls, 
implement different controls than described in the countywide SQMP, or 
determine that certain BMPs in the countywide SQMP are not applicable in the 
area under its jurisdiction), shall develop a local SQMP, no later than August 1, 
2002. The local SQMP shall be customized to reflect the conditions in the area 
under the Permittee's jurisdiction and shall specify activities being implemented 
under the appropriate elements described in the countywide SQMP. 

 
[PERMIT LANGUAGE CONTINUES AS ADOPTED IN ORDER 01-182 AS AMENDED BY 
ORDER NO. R4-2006-0074] 

                                                           
34 Samples collected for determining compliance with the receiving water limitations of Part 2.5 shall be processed in 
accordance with the sampling procedures and analytical methodology set forth in the Santa Monica Bay Beaches 
Bacterial TMDLs Coordinated Shoreline Monitoring Plan dated April 7, 2004 and the Monitoring and Reporting 
Program CI 6948. 
 
45 Samples collected for determining compliance with the receiving water limitations of Part 2.6 shall be processed in 
accordance with the sampling procedures and analytical methodology set forth in the Marina del Rey Harbor Mothers’ 
Beach and Back Basins Bacterial TMDL Coordinated Monitoring Plan dated April 13, 2007 and the Monitoring and 
Reporting Program CI 6948. 
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